
QUICK FACTS
A B O U T  O N T A R I O ’ S
BEEF INDUSTRY

$2.69
BILLION

Gross sales from Ontario beef production, 
processing and retail exceed $13 billion 
annually. 

$13
BILLION

The Ontario beef industry contributes 
$2.69 billion to Ontario’s GDP on an 
annual basis from primary production, 
processing and retail.

PROCESSING REVENUE OF 
$3.5 BILLION

RETAIL SALES OF 
$9 BILLION 

FARM GATE SALES REVENUE OF 
ALMOST $1.4 BILLION

Ontario’s beef industry sustains more 
than 61,000 jobs.

61,000
JOBS

9,500 JOBS IN PRIMARY 
PRODUCTION

9,000 IN PROCESSING

ALMOST 43,900 IN RETAIL

THE BEEF INDUSTRY REPRESENTS   

13.7% OF 
ONTARIO 
FARMS

(CLASSIFIED BY INDUSTRY) IN 
2016, REMAINING AT THE 
SAME LEVEL AS 2011

THERE ARE CURRENTLY 
243,300 BEEF COWS 
ON ONTARIO FARMS.

THE AVERAGE AGE OF A FARM 
OPERATOR IN ONTARIO IS
55 YEARS.

THE AVERAGE CANADIAN 
CONSUMES 40 LBS OF BEEF 
PER YEAR.

ONTARIO'S BEEF PRODUCTION 
ACCOUNTS FOR ROUGHLY 50% 
OF THE BEEF CONSUMED IN 
THE PROVINCE.

THE BEEF INDUSTRY IN ONTARIO REPRESENTS   

20% 6.5%OF THE CANADIAN 
FED CATTLE 
POPULATION

OF THE BEEF 
COW POPULATION 
IN CANADA

ABOUT BEEF FARMERS OF ONTARIO
Beef Farmers of Ontario (BFO) is the leading organization in Ontario working 
with beef farmers to develop and support landmark achievements that move 
Ontario’s beef industry forward sustainably and profitably. BFO is involved in 
a wide range of issues and initiatives that are important to all stakeholders 
within Ontario’s beef industry, which include industry sustainability, market 
development, animal health and care, environment, and food safety.

50%

GRASSLANDS USED IN BEEF 
PRODUCTION HELP SEQUESTER 
APPROXIMATELY 1.5 BILLION 
TONNES OF CARBON IN CANADA.


